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Working Lunch with the Secretary-General of ASEAN, Dr. Kao Kim Hourn
(17 April 2024, credit: ASEAN Secretariat)

The city has returned to its ordinary hustle and bustle, as Ramadan (fasting
month) followed by the Lebaran holiday has come to an end. Work is now focused
on implementation and following-up, after a series of events immediately after the
50" Year of ASEAN-Japan Friendship and Cooperation.

To summarize the 50" anniversary, | contributed an article titled “Towards the
Realization of the Vision for the 50th Anniversary of ASEAN-Japan Friendship
and Cooperation” and “Towards a Future of ‘Co-Creation’ through ‘Trust’ for the

April issue of Indonesia magazine and the 25 April edition of the Jakarta
Newspaper, respectively. The task ahead is to promote efforts by a wide range of
related organizations and explore cooperation with new partners through
continuous follow-up of the Implementation Plan adopted at the Commemorative
Summit last December.

The key to achieving this is to organize the 130 items in the Implementation Plan
and identify areas of cooperation between ASEAN and Japan. In this edition of
the Ambassador's Newsletter, | would like to report on new developments,
initiatives and discuss with you the importance of understanding areas of
cooperation between ASEAN and Japan.
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https://www.asean.emb-japan.go.jp/files/100657577.pdf
https://www.asean.emb-japan.go.jp/files/100657577.pdf
https://www.asean.emb-japan.go.jp/files/100657577.pdf
https://www.jakartashimbun.com/free/detail/66279.html

TRUST AND DISTRUST RANKINGS OF MAJOR POWERS IN THE REGION

Trust

Distrust

Excerpts from “The State of Southeast Asia 2024” (2 April 2024)

eASEAN Perception Surveys

On 2 April, the ASEAN Studies Centre of ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, a
Singapore-based think tank, released “The State of Southeast Asia 2024”. Itis a
perception survey on ASEAN, which was widely reported in Japan (NHK, Nikkei,
Asahi, Kyodo, etc.). The survey is conducted annually since 2019 and was
conducted among approximately 2,000 researchers, businessperson, civil society,
media personnel, and government and international organization officials from 10
ASEAN Member States. | attended and listened to the presentation webinar
online from Jakarta.

The survey covered various issues, and “trust” ranked first for Japan among
major countries, an improved result from last year’s. | am pleased to see the
analysis that “Japan's respectful, considerate, low-key style of approach to the
region, and its call for regional partners to “co-create” a vision together at the 50"
ASEAN-Japan Commemorative Summit in December 2023 was well played.”

In addition, a public opinion poll on Japan by ASEAN released by the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in March of this year also showed that trust towards
Japan and Japan's contributions to world peace and economy are highly valued.
This highly scored evaluation of Japan should not be taken for granted, and we
need to maintain and expand this value through unrelenting efforts.
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https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/The-State-of-SEA-2024.pdf
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/news/html/20240403/k10014411111000.html
https://www.nikkei.com/article/DGKKZO79742550S4A400C2FFJ000/
https://www.asahi.com/articles/ASS43127VS43UHBI01RM.html
https://www.tokyo-np.co.jp/article/318843
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/media/event-highlights/e-launch-and-discussion-of-the-state-of-southeast-asia-2024-survey-report-2/
https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/100635558.pdf

Working Dinner with Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN, H.E. Ekkaphab
(18 April 2024)

eSeries of Discussions on Concrete Steps Towards Cooperation

On 5 April, the Working Group (WG) meeting of the ASEAN-Japan Joint
Coordination Committee (AJJCC) was held. This is the first round of discussions
to follow up on the Commemorative Summit held last December, discussing
immediate issues and concrete arrangements for the AJJCC to be held on 10
June 2024.

After the Lebaran holiday on 17 April, | invited Secretary-General of ASEAN, H.E.
Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, at my residence for a_working lunch. We discussed the
Secretary-General's attendance at the coming OECD Ministerial Council Meeting
in early May, which Japan will chair on the occasion of 60" anniversary of Japan's

accession to the OECD, as well as his visit to Japan in late May.

The following day on 18 April, | invited Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN for
Socio-Cultural Community, H.E. Ekkaphab Phanthavong, to a working dinner at
my residence. We discussed tangible steps for ASEAN-Japan cooperation,
including in areas of health, disaster management, and cultural exchanges.


https://asean.org/secretary-general-of-asean-attends-luncheon-hosted-by-ambassador-of-japan-to-asean/

Meeting with Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN for Political-Security Community, H.E. Dato’ Astana
(22 April 2024, credit: ASEAN Secretariat)

The following week on 22 April, | had a meeting with H.E. Dato’ Astanah Abdul
Aziz, the newly appointed Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN for Political-
Security Community, at the ASEAN Secretariat. H.E. Dato’ Astanah is a former
Malaysian diplomat, and this was the first lengthy discussion with her since her
arrival in February of this year. We were able to have a frank exchange of views
on the arrangements to follow up on the implementation plan for ASEAN-Japan
cooperation, and how the ASEAN-Ied regional cooperation framework should be
utilized for peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific and the world.

Prior to that, on 13 April, we invited Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN for
Community and Corporate Affairs, H.E. Mr. Nararya S. Soeprapto, to a welcome
dinner at my residence, and on 28 April, we were invited by Deputy Secretary-
General of ASEAN for Economic Community, H.E. Mr. Satvinder Singh, to a
working lunch to discuss in-depth in materializing various initiatives in his
respective areas of responsibility.

ASEAN is a regional organization consisting of 10 Member States and becoming
institutionalized through the many years of cooperation, and through discussions
with the Secretariat officials, we can unite our respective views and promote
cooperation efficiently and effectively.


https://asean.org/deputy-secretary-general-of-asean-meets-with-ambassador-of-japan-to-asean/
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Chart of 43 areas of ASEAN-Japan cooperation (Prepared in April 2024)

eClarifying the Areas of ASEAN-Japan Cooperation

As the Commemorative Summit has taken place, the proceeding task is to
immediately follow up on the Implementation Plan and create a framework to
ensure the outcomes are widely understood. The key is to organize the 130 items
of the Implementation Plan and to clarify the areas of ASEAN-Japan cooperation.

Under the three pillars of the Joint Vision Statement, the 130 items of the
Implementation Plan are categorized by issue and related ministries and
agencies, resulting into 43 areas (see chart above). The overall picture of the
areas of ASEAN-Japan cooperation can now be seen in short. In the future, the
progress of cooperation in each area can be identified by looking at the efforts of
the related ministries and agencies in charge. This kind of organization and
“visualization” is possible only now, as implementation is about to begin.

| am very pleased that we were able to clarify the areas of ASEAN-Japan
cooperation with full support from relevant stakeholders in both ASEAN and
Japan. From now, we will strive to formulate and develop specific cooperation
projects in respective areas and to promote cooperation with new partners. |
would be grateful if you could kindly extend continued cooperation with us.

Ambassador of Japan to ASEAN
KIYA Masahiko



